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standing. In fact it is not the writer's ideology but the quality
of his heart that makes a book great. Theory-ridden people
cannot extend sympathy to others. Shakespeare's greatness
is that he has no theory: he has sympathy for all.
This faculty to sympathise with all, and to grow thereby
into the Universal Man, Christ, distinguishes man from the
brute. True literature fosters this. In the course of evolu-
tion this instinct appeared late, and it is less stable than the
more primitive behaviour patterns like fear, greed and aggres-
sion that we share with the brute. Books that focus interest
on the economic conflicts of practical life ineyitably rouse
the emotions like greed that stifle sympathy.
To make literature a training specially designed to foster
sympathy, our ancients made it a kind of retreat from the
business of life. The ancient Indian critics say that we are
moved, in literature, by rasas, not emotions. Our emotional
reaction to a Juliet in actual life is different from the expe-
rience when, through identification with Romeo, we love
Juliet. Rasa implies absence of practical purpose, presence
of imaginative participation, and bliss. At the bottom of
these is the widening of the ego through sympathy, Bhava-
bhuti therefore asserts that the substratum of all rasas is
sympathy.
After the student of literature has widened the limits of
the ego through exercise of sympathy, it becomes possible
for him to react with widened sympathy to the situations of
actual life. Life which previously appeared as a fight now
appears as a game; formerly his reaction was panic or aggres-
sion, now it is sympathy and bliss.
The psychological hindrances to knowledge and right
economic conduct are now removed. Thus literature delivers
a frontal attack on the pressing economic and political prob-
lems of modern life.
Let not the pen run after strange gods. Artistic intui-
tioo, as Bergson points out, penetrates into the particular
through imaginative sympathy; and sympathy precludes
judgment, lie ujaethod of economics is statistical survey,
generalisation and tfee passing of judgment. He who employs
Eterature to dwoostrate tfeat all persons who belong to one